




First Rate means something is the best available, near 
perfect or as good as you can get. From the time Henry 
VIII began organizing the English Navy in the 16th century, 
war ships were rated on a scale of one to six (a grading that 
lasted more than 300 years). Then, as now, size mattered 
and the smallest ships were given a sixth rating, while the 
largest and best armed were regarded as first rate. Therefore, 
the best ships to command or crew were known as the ‘first 
rate’ vessels, a term that became synonymous with the best 
of anything.

English Sayings...

Ancient Civilizations Still Live On Today!

Grade 5 just completed an 
exciting unit on Ancient Egypt, 
Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome. 
Our Thursday morning assembly 
presented some of the many 
contributions of these great ancient 
civilizations to modern society. 

The group of students who researched Ancient 
Egypt was fascinated with the pharaohs. They 
acted out a comic play about Cleopatra and 
Marc Anthony at the assembly. The students 
also explored how the Egyptians used 
mummification and pyramids to bury their kings. 

The students who studied Ancient 
Greece explained that the Olympic 
games originated in Ancient Greece 
and are still being held today. Also, 
theater was very 
important to the 
Ancient Greeks and 
they wrote the first 
great plays in the world. 

The U.S. Government has its roots in the Ancient 
Greek idea of democracy, “rule by the people.”

“All roads lead to Rome!” Many of 
the students were enthusiastic to 
learn how the Romans lived and 
explained their major contributions. 
The mosaic artwork, architecture, 
clothing, gladiator’s games, and 
Roman numerals still being used on 
clocks were some of the contributions that the students presented 
about Ancient Rome.

Qiestina’s reflection clearly sums up our ‘Unit on Ancient 
Civilizations.’ “I learned that without ancient civilizations we wouldn’t 

be like we are today. Each civilization is 
important and contributed many different 
things to our modern society.”

Global warming is one of the world’s biggest issues, 
because it could change the way of human life forever, due to 
the greenhouse effect. As studies of Grade 7 show, the 
temperature of the earth’s surface has been getting 
progressively warmer and warmer in recent years and if this 
pattern continues, it could melt the frozen icecaps and leave 
parts of the world underwater. They also predicted that the 
temperature would be scorching hot and in several class sessions 
the students proved that it is mankind who is responsible. Cars, 
factories, and a lot more all emit harmful gases into the air, 
which cause continuous damage to the ozone layer. The ozone 
layer protects us from all of the sun’s harmful rays, and if it 
gets damaged, what will we have to protect us from the sun’s 
scorching hot rays? Experts call this the greenhouse effect and 
this is another aspect to take into consideration. 

Suspecting Your Child Has a Learning Disability…

Failed math exams, reading difficulties, progress reports, and poor report 
cards can change parents’ biases in thinking their child is the top of their 
class. The fact of the matter is that we cannot run from Learning 
Disabilities. It is important to stay proactive, advocate, and support 
children who have LDs.

Children will not recognize any impairment nor draw attention to things 
that single them out in the classroom. If you suspect your child is 
struggling in the classroom, do not despair. Not all children who struggle 
have LDs, but LDs may account for a children’s’ struggles. Therefore it is 
extremely important to stay active in the education of children. Constantly 
gather information by checking homework, reading together, and recognize 
inconsistencies in behaviors. Children will not address their own struggles, 
but they will inherently mask them by rushing through their homework, 
acting out in class, and refusing to participate in activities.

Advocating for children can involve keeping current contact with teachers 
to seeking professional evaluations. Having continued rapport with teachers 
will ensure a higher level of support. It is no trade secret that parents who 
advocate for their children will result in teachers who are more attentive to 
those children. There is nothing wrong with more sets of eyes on children 
whom otherwise would be susceptible to falling behind their peers.

Additionally, professional evaluations are recommended to properly diagnose 
children with consistent difficulties in school. For parents, possibly 
labeling their children with a LD can have mixed emotions. No parents want 
their children to be labeled, especially given a negative connotation. On 
the other hand, it is impossible to advocate effectively without all of the 
pertinent information, without exception. Clinical diagnoses can be a sterile 
concept, but they are quite often a good indicator in pinpointing 
complications. With anything, new information must be evaluated, and 
thorough research must be done to fully understand a LD diagnosis. Turn a 
negative into a positive by becoming a parent-advocate.

Regardless of the child’s ability and/or diagnosis, nothing can replace a 
highly involved system of support. Perhaps obvious, but children desire 
nourishment over disappointment and the difference between a child with 
and without Learning Disabilities is the level of encouragement and support.

If you would like support in understanding Learning Disabilities or learning 
more about professional evaluations, the KAS Learning Center is always 
open to parents.

Center Corner
Learning

In light of this, the young scientists agreed that we would 
all be in a frozen tundra, if we didn’t have this effect to 
trap the sun’s heat. Without this, the world would be 
freezing, but too much of it could mean the end of life. 
It all goes to prove how fragile we are!  
				    Mohammed Khalifa 

Where will we be in 2050?

Letter from the Superintendent, 
Mr. Steven Alexander

Successful Parent Teacher Conferences

Next Wednesday, March 26 we invite parents of middle 
school and high school students to meet with teachers to 
discuss their child’s progress at KAS. Then on Wednesday, 
April 2, we invite parents of elementary school and early 
childhood students to meet with teachers to discuss their 
child’s progress.

Both conference sessions will take place between 5pm and 
8pm.

Parent Teacher Conferences are extremely important to 
develop a good understanding between parents and 
teachers about every child. Besides formally holding 
conferences twice a year we encourage parents to contact 
their child’s teacher whenever they feel it is necessary.

Some suggested advice for parents to help ensure you have 
a successful conference:
•	 Write down everything you want to discuss with the 

teacher before you meet
•	 Make sure you arrive on time
•	 Begin with positive comments about the teacher and 

classroom
•	 Avoid discussing topics that are not related to the      

purpose of the conference
•	 Be open minded about suggestions from the teacher
•	 Keep emotions in control and ask questions when you 

don’t understand an issue
•	 If your child does not attend the conference with you, 

take notes to discuss with your child
•	 Express thanks for the conference
•	 Do not stay beyond your scheduled time
•	 Ask for another meeting should you have other issues 

about your child to discuss with the teacher

We hope all parents will be able to attend the conferences.

					     Steven Alexander

Letter from the Middle and High 
School Principal, Susan Boutros

Dear Parents and Friends,

I hope that you have all had a relaxing and enjoyable Spring 
Break. It has always surprised me how fast the end of the 
year comes, as soon as we are back from this break. The rest 
of the school year is usually a very enjoyable but extremely 
busy time for the teachers and students.

This second semester, Middle and High School 
Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place on Wednesday, 
March 26th from 5 -8 pm. Middle School has scheduled 
Student-led conferences. Parents will receive a letter soon 
indicating scheduled appointments with each student’s 
parents. The High school conferences will be held on a 
“drop in” basis where parents will be free to drop in and 
meet with the teachers in their classrooms.

A Career Fair for students and their parents will be held on 
the same day from 6-7:30pm. The parents will have time to 
meet with their student’s teachers before or after that. 
We believe that this is a great opportunity for our middle 
school and high school students and we encourage you all 
to attend.

Parents, we appreciate all the continuous support from 
you. We are looking forward to seeing you on Wednesday.  
Please also join us for coffee and refreshments every 
Thursday morning at 7:20am. We enjoy seeing you on 
campus.

New Secondary Math Teacher Hired for 2014-15

I am very pleased to announce that Ms. Mattie Boyce, an 
American Math teacher presently teaching at the Think 
Global School in Japan will be coming to teach next 
year at KAS. Ms. Boyce will be teaching Math in middle 
school and high school. Ms Boyce has a great deal of 
experience teaching Math in several countries, including 
Tunisia, Turkey, and Kuwait. She is from California in the 
U.S.
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Middle and High School Math Problem:
Sven builds 3 legged stools and 4 legged tables. Last 
month he used 72 legs to build 3 more stools than 
tables. How many stools and how many tables did he 
build?

Elementary School Math problems:

Kindergarten: Complete this pattern: 2, 4, 6, 8, _____ , 
_____ , _____ .
Grade 1: I have 35 sweets in total. I have 25 sweets in 
my left hand. How many sweets do I have in my right 
hand? 
Grade 2: Draw a polygon with two parallel sides.

Grade 3: What is 2377 divided by 8?
Show your work using short division technique.

Grade 4: There are three children in the Moustafa 
Family: Omar, Youssef and Abdulrahman.
Use the following clues to find each one’s age:
• Each of the two younger children is half as old as 

the next older child.
• The oldest is 16.
• Youssef is not the oldest.Youssef is not the oldest.Y
• Youssef is twice as old as AbdulrahmanYoussef is twice as old as AbdulrahmanY
What is the age of each person?

Grade 5: Write 3 and 3/4 as an improper fraction. 
Write 26/3 as a mixed number.

Middle and High School Parent Teacher Conferences 

Thursday,  March 20,  2014
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Solutions from the last week: Kindergarten: 10, 8; Grade 1: 35, 40, 45, 
50, 55, 60, 65, 70; Grade 2: 147; Grade 3: 2/6, 3/9, 4/12; Grade 4: 3, 
500, 000 / 3, 500, 000 / 3, 000, 000 / 3, 500, 000 ; Grade 5: 4/12 or 
1/3; Middle & High School: 1;

H

Mr. C’s AmazingMath Contest
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I am l    king forward to see your answers!

Mina (Pre-K ), Abdulrahman (KG), Joyce (G1), Namassa (G2), 
Kishan (G3), Youssef (G4), Hamadelnil (G5).

This Week’s Winners 

Wednesday, March 26, 2014 from 5 - 8 pm at KAS
 Make-Up Day 

Saturday, April 5, 2014
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Elementary School Math problems:
Mr. C’sMr. C’s Amazing

Elementary School Rebus

Middle and High School Rebus

Solutions from the last week: Elemetary Schol: Down with homework!;
Middle and High School: Daydreaming during class;

PTAPTA
Dear Parents,

We are happy to announce the PTA Bake Sale, which will 

PTAWe are happy to announce the PTA Bake Sale, which will 

PTAPTAbe held on Thursday, March 27, during lunch time PTAPTA(11:31-12:30 pm). PTAPTAThe PTA is inviting you to make a contribution in the form of a PTAPTAcake or another culinary sweet specialty so as to make this PTAspecial day a sweet success for our students. You can simply PTAspecial day a sweet success for our students. You can simply PTAsend your homemade treats with your child on the day of the PTAsend your homemade treats with your child on the day of the PTABake Sale. The treats may be dropped off at the kiosk. PTABake Sale. The treats may be dropped off at the kiosk. PTASuggestions: brownies, cookies, PTASuggestions: brownies, cookies, PTA
pancakes, cakes, cupcakes, donuts, PTA
pancakes, cakes, cupcakes, donuts, PTA
etc.PTA
etc.PTAPTAPTAPTAPTA

ASAP
Season 4

Starts from:
Sunday, March 30, 2014
Ends at:
Wednesday, May 14, 2014




